Age 4<$]                  Brussels amuses Itself
all the gaieties, and entertained lavishly himself; yet under-
neath it all he was ever watchful, though he turned towards
the world a care-free and inscrutable front, and kept society
supplied with as much and as little as he deemed it good
for it to know.
Meeting that arch-gossip Creevey * at a dinner party, he
parried his thirst for information with frivolous banalities,
telling him he was sure that a republic was to be got up in
France, which would settle Napoleon once and for all, and,
" that it would never come to fighting with the Allies . . . I
retired ", observed the baffled Creevey in disgust, " with the
impression of his (the Duke) having made a very sorry
figure, in giving no indication of superior talents/'*
Meanwhile Napoleon's war-like preparations were going
steadily forward, and the Franco-Belgian frontier was lined
with his troops. Nevertheless, with so much secrecy did
he disguise his movements and intentions, that it was im-
possible to foresee exactly when and where he was going to
spring, and the Allied Commanders were kept perpetually
on the stretch.
Early in June, however, it was evident that matters were
drawing to a crisis, and when Lady Georgiana Lennoxf
consulted the Duke about having a picnic party in the neigh-
bourhood of Tournay or Lille, she was met with a decided,
" No, better let that drop/'2
But within the town of Brussels the world continued to
amuse itself, and on June the i5th the Duchess of Rich-
mond gave that ball which has since become so famous in
history.
As it happens she could not have selected a more fateful
1  The Creevey Papers, Vol. 7? pp. 226, 223.
2 Lady de Ros, Reminiscences, p. izi.
* There had been a great exodus to the Continent from England after
the Peace of 1814, and Creevey with his wife and step-daughters were
making a sojourn in Brussels.
f Daughter of the Duke of Richmond, afterwards Lady de Ros.
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